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GLEN INNES SEV SHIRE

The bhistory of

this unique array
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The Australian Standing Stones began as an ambitious project by a small,
dedicated group of citizens who wanted to mark Glen Innes's Celtic heritage.
It was in Australia's 1988 Bicentenary Year that the Celtic Council of Australia
developed the idea of erecting a national monument to honour all Celtic
peoples who helped pioneer Australia.

Glen Innes responded with a submission for the Australian Standing Stones,
inspired by the Ring of Brodgar in Scotland's Orkneys.

In announcements from Scotland by David Donnelly, then Glen Innes's Mayor, and from
Sydney by Peter Alexander, then convener of the Celtic Council of Australia, it was official:
Glen Innes was chosen. But no money came with the right to build the Stones.

John Tregurtha, a pharmacist, chairman of the committee delegated to build the array,
and Lex Ritchie, then the town's tourist officer and an expert bushman, spent three

months scouring the bush within 50km of Glen Innes for the stones. stones averaged |7 tonnes.

Venae for Celtic Festioal

The/Australian Standing Stones are the venue for the annual
Australian Celtic Festival held on the first weekend in May.

The festival attracts clans, national groups, pipe bands, artists
and spectators from a wide area of the nation.

Highlights include the Saturday street parade, Celtic dancers,
concerts, storytellers, yard dog trials and the traditional
Kirking of the Tartan.

Celebrations spill over to hotels and restaurants which offer
Celtic fare and entertainment.

__Ph 6732 1500 .=

a
A

The festival has become so successful that organisers now
plan further Celtic events throughout the year.

GLEN INNES & DISTRICT SERVICES CLUB

m The Entertainment

196-208 Grey Street
GLEN INNES 2370

Waale

Centre of the Tablelands
¢ Keno & TAB Facilities

 Snooker & Pool Tables

* Carpet Bowls'

o Competitive Takeaway Prices
* Bingo Tuesdays & Thursdays:
¢ Raffles Fridays & Sundays

,olnaurawj neeo

ﬁESTAU RANT open
7days for Lunch & Dinner Ph: 6732 1355

Cnr Grey & Lang Streets Glen Innes NSW 2370

Ph: 6732 3016

240 Grey Street, Glen Innes

They had to stand 3.7 metres from ground level, which meant each to be 5.5 metres in total length.
They found only three stones which could be used in their natural state - others had to be split from
larger rock bodies.A former Snowy Mountains Scheme worker and local alderman George Rozynski,
who at |7 migrated with his family from Poland, came up with the solution.
He remembered his rock drilling work on the Snowy and heard of a new expanding compound
which could split rocks without using explosives. With another alderman, Bill Tyson, he spent hours in
the bush drilling massive granite rocks.
"The compound was a powder which was mixed to the consistency of a slurry and poured into the
drill holes," Mr Rozynski recalled. "When we returned the next morning the rock was cracked..."
It took more than six months of further effort, spearheaded by Bob Dwyer, who went on to become
Glen Innes's Mayor, and businessman Ted Nowlan, using a 12 tonne forklift and other heavy
equipment to load and transport the stones on a timber loader to the Centennial Parklands site. The

_ GUIDE TO THE
& Aastralian
Stanoing
Stones

Sponsors were invited to pay $/000 each to help defray the cost
of the Stones. Clans, families and others from across Australia and
the world responded and within a fortnight all were snapped up.
The three central Stones were excluded from sponsorship: the
Australis Stone for all Australians, the Gaelic Stone for Gaelic-
speaking Celts from Ireland, Scotland the Isle of Man, and the
Brythonic Stone for the Brythonic-speaking Celts of Wales, Cornwall
and Britanny.
The Australian Standing Stones were officially opened by the then
NSW Governor, Rear Admiral Peter Sinclair, on February 1, 1992.
Increasingly, the Standing Stones are becoming known throughout +
Australia and the World because of the success of the Australian ]
Celtic festival and continual media exposure. *
As well as being the National Monument to Australia's Celtic
pioneers, they are recognised by the Celtic Council of Australia as ] L)
the national gathering point for Celtic descendants and clans. (‘JQ'
They have dlso, through the Australian Celtic Festival's success, )
&

The

@(O Australian
Standing Stones
are located

1.3 kms East of the
New England Highway,
S on the right hand side of
the Gwydir Highway

(e overlooking the town of
Glen Innes in Centennial
Parklands, signs all the way.

attracted government funding to help promote further Celtic events
throughout the year.

More information? For more information on the
Australian Standing Stones, the Australian Celtic Festival and
tourist attractions in Glen Innes Severn Shire, contact:

Glen Innes Visitor Information Centre,

Phone: (02) 6732 2397, fax: (02) 6732 6090,
email: tourism@gleninnes.nsw.gov.au

Web: www.GlenlnnesTourism.com

A Glen Innes and Severn Shire Tourist
Association publication.

ABETTERWAY TO PRINT (07) 4681 0400

aaw.GleplnnesToarism.com



True North

. =V SpoONsors
Aa StRall a D B Q‘: —ar)Ekeg to the Stones

= These are the sponsors of the Australian Standing

4 " 1 A Stones. You will also find it a useful key to identify
tan INg tones e S

Stone Sponsor
W.S. and W.FF. MacLENNAN

. CLAN TRIBUTE TO JAMES MARTIN

'ﬁ‘ — Y GYMDEITHAS GYMREIG SYD. CYF
39 9 3 CLAN FERGUSSON, BLAIRGOWRIE

r:"'_:"" ALEXANDER STONE

3 STEPHEN REGAN DARK FAMILIES

37 KNOX GRAMMAR SCHOOL,
ﬁb WAHROONGA
CLAN CAMERON IN AUSTRALIA
4 5 030\ FERGUSSON FAMILY, HOBART 1813
Oo ATKINSON FAMILY, PIONEERS
e""ce ADAMSON-McKELLAR FAMILIES

CLAN MACALISTER, ISLE OF SKYE
v co® c’&) CASTRO, KENNETH M. AND

#’j -\N‘ﬂ DORIS, USA
MANX SOCIETIES OF AUSTRALIA

" ﬂ} 9 *} 11 CURNOW FAMILY, CORNWALL
34 CLAN JOHNSTON/E, AUSTRALIA
\, 35 S L‘ MELLING FAMILY
192 h » ALEX.-MARY McLENNAN,
& PLOCKTON
CITY OF TAMWORTH, NSW

14 ‘J r]f =t CLAN MACLEOD SOCIETY, NSW

CLANN DHAIBHIDH, THE

A ;
28 - 1“‘!’ 15 & DAVIDSONS

.‘ % MALCOLM AND WENDY BROUN,

16 SCOTLAND
Qj ELIZABETH FOTHERINGHAM COPE

S‘
li C”b,b CATHERINE LOUGHLIN KELLY, EIRE
(') So HIGHLAND SOCIETY OF NSW
i MCcLAREN FAMILY, SCOTLAND
Ca p RITCHIE FAMILY, GLEN INNES

= 0 BRYTHONIC STONE

19 ) MacDIARMIDS IN AUSTRALIA
ROBERT BURNS SOCIETIES
AUSTRALIS STONE
CLANN de BURCA, WEST
O'IRELAND
CORNISH ASSOCIATION OF NSW
WALKER/COOPER FAMILIES,
SCOTLAND/ENGLAND
GAELIC STONE
BRITISH AIRWAYS, AUSTRALIA
CLAN MACKENZIE CUIDICH 'N
RIGH
TREGURTHA, NEW ZEALAND AND
AUSTRALIA
IRISH STONE
GORSEDD STONE

True West _— | True East

= lOURING the

- @l‘ 1‘\‘\.

N Stones

Trae South

- . 13 step by step

)

40 39 Beyond...Tynwald Hill
* Beyond the Ogham Stone is a sign marking Tynwald Hill. The
Cornish,Welsh’ Irish Stones Manx Parliament, "Tynwald" is the longest continually serving

Parliament in the World.
* To the west of the central Gaelic

Stone, No. 35, and on the edge of the *  On Tynwald Hill is a "Wall of History" being created with
stones from historical sites from all over the Celtic world.
Twenty five sites have been reserved for a stone from each
of the 25 original stock runs taken up in 1838/9 in the

Glen Innes area.

circle is the Cornish Stone, No. 33.

* Looking south from the marker, the
distinctive, flat stone, beyond

the stone marking true south, No. 22,
T Gareead Stone, No. 40, Sponsors who helped defray the cost of the

Australian Standing Stones are recorded in a plaque

d by the Welsh and Cornish.
ety elsh and Lornis inserted in stone to the right of the hill's steps.

When these communities held Bardic festivals, , .
. " " . Crofter's Cottage, on the edge of the Australian
F winners or "bards" were installed on a stone

B o X Standing Stones, built of basalt rock, is a replica of a "
i stage something like this Gorsedd Stone. . o 0
X Taigh Dubh, the small stone "black house" of the
'] Today, Welsh choirs gather around the stone . . -
early Celtic peoples. Some of these still survive in

for performances during the Australian Celtic Scotland and elsewhere. ]

Festival.
To the east of the Gorsedd Stone, th Crofters
* To the east of the Gorse one, the
2 Cottage was .
r tall, squarish stone, weightiest of the inspirfd — W@/CO}%& +o &len Innes
Australian Standing Stones at 38 tonnes, is heiEaEslhs /
the Irish Stone, No. 39. Observe on I:uch agcoztage 5(7/09 900’/ 'S+ay
the square edges an inscription in the that survived the GRAYDON'S AMCAL CHEMIST
Ogham language, one of the first written 1746 Battle of 230 Grey Street, Glen Innes NSW 2370
languages, consisting of lines, short, Culloden. X y
— long or sloping e Ph: 02 6732 1976 Fax: 02 6732 4566
@Tourism New South Wales The inscription translates in Gaelic as: Gleann Cottage sells I'Amcal
Magqi Aongusa, "the Glen of the Sons of refreshments and

Celtic souvenirs.

www.GIGDIDDeSTOGRism.Com Angus", or, more simply, Glen Innes.

IES S Leyland House

1
DRY HOL ' -
Photographic Art Gallery

“Highlighting Ancient

B “Celtic .
Celtic History Crone Tour” OPen 7 da_YS- ory of Gle es from 1838 showcases Mal Leyland’s (of The
[ - 10am m. SPI omprehensive disp ding Leyland Brothers), world famous
e M"““?S & ¢ - ; pgsed i onging = collection of photographs.
ernoon leas. e 7 pua -
Lunch OP DA
Celtic fare and i it ;rartanhTea R(l)(odrns I 141 Church Street,
- Celti > al D - eatures home-cooked-meals Glen Innes.
- = ol ¥ - modern cafe cuisine 3 B prepared from traditional Ph: 6732 2047
Dowrg thra time to Ph: 02 6732 1693 Phone/Fax (02) 6732 5668 Celtic jewellery and gifts ON! KENDS = e = time-proven recipes and the best 8
the circle’s creation Email: celticcrone@optusnet.com.au Mobile: 0417 743 822 Range of tartan products - espresso coffee in Glen Innes. Bs&B
*Adults S11_+ Concessions 39 _» Children 33 g ) N s & Devonshire teas and full men. :
Group Discounts ® 45 mins Duration 5 > ‘ i s ail: g ! ! Qi . Open evenings for bookings. Accommodation
T N T e T T P Lo BT T el P Bus and Group bookings welcome. IE m’l beardie oryhouse.info




